When will Joann Fabric and Crafts close in Pittsfield? Here's what we know

« By Mitchell Chapman and Sten Spinella, The Berkshire Eagle

Rolls of yarn fill a shelf in a Joann Fabric and Crafts store slated to close on Feb., 13
in Miami. Its Pittsfield location is also set to close, but it's not clear when that will
happen.
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PITTSFIELD — After over three decades in business in Berkshire County, Joann

Fabric and Crafts on Dalton Avenue will close.
However, it's still unclear when its final day will be.

The crafts retailer chain named the Pittsfield location among 500 stores nationwide
and about 20 in the state it will shutter. In a statement, the company was vague
about the timelines for these stores, with most of the closures expected to take
place over the course of the next few months, though "some stores may close

within a shorter or longer time period," it said.

On Saturday, a store employee who did not wish to be named told The Eagle that
no closing date had yet been set for the Pittsfield location. A company
spokesperson did not immediately answer The Eagle's inquiry seeking further

information.


https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/67817680c8de2134544a40b6/67acb1fd7e85b6e6bb57cfe4_Store%20Closure%20List.pdf

Going-out-of-business sales started at all stores slated for closure on Saturday and

Joann has stopped taking returns.

Joann filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in January — the second time it
has done so in less than a year. After its March filing, it later emerged as a private

company.

But its woes persisted and it's uncertain if it will be able to emerge from bankruptcy

intact this time around.

Gordon Brothers Retail Partners, a Boston-based firm that recently acquired
discount retailer Big Lots, is a leading contender to purchase the ailing company,

which it intends to liquidate.

Still, Joann has hope that bankruptcy will clear a way forward for its over 300
remaining stores, which will operate as usual. In a statement, the company said it
has received approval for a consensual use of cash collateral to continue

operations.

"The last several years have presented significant and lasting challenges in the retail
environment, which, coupled with our current financial position and constrained
inventory levels, forced us to take this step," interim CEO Michael Prendergast said

in a statement of the bankruptcy filing.

According to a statement from Joann, the closures will allow the chain to "right-
size" its footprint. Online orders and those over its app are unaffected by the

closures.

Joann will continue to order from its vendors as usual for the remaining stores and

will pay for goods delivered before, after and during the filing at all locations.


https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/67817680c8de2134544a40b6/67afb761be0e9ed3eab59d20_Supplier%20FAQ.pdf

Joann opened in the Dalton Avenue Plaza in 1992, per Eagle archives. A second
location followed at the Big Y Plaza on Route 2 later that year, which it shuttered in
1996 after nearly three years of operation. When the Pittsfield location opened, The

Eagle reported that Joann had 664 stores nationwide.

It's the third major retailer the Dalton Avenue Plaza will lose in two years. In
2022, Goodwill moved out and relocated to the Allendale Shopping Center. In

January, Gordon Brothers put the lease up for sale for the Big Lots store in the

plaza, confirming its intentions to close it.

As of Saturday, that lease, which expires in 2032, was still listed for sale. Gordon

Brothers is accepting offers through Monday.

Mitchell Chapman is The Eagle's night news editor.


https://www.berkshireeagle.com/business/goodwill-moving-retail-store-to-allendale-shopping-center/article_6c53c9c6-a085-11ec-81bf-a7f5049ffa16.html
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/business/big-lots-lease-sale-closing/article_03687d64-d375-11ef-bf29-db658a0322ef.html
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/business/big-lots-lease-sale-closing/article_03687d64-d375-11ef-bf29-db658a0322ef.html
https://info.gordonbrothers.com/biglotsrealestate

